
extreme. This can be daily 
brushing to try and remove 
loose hair before your cat 
grooms it and swallows 
it.  Grooming and house 
maintenance on our end is 
also necessary, so as to 
avoid access to loose hair 
on floors and furniture. 
There are lots of over the 
counter hairball treats and 
even foods on the market. I 
cannot vouch for how 
much these actually help, 
but if your pet does not 
have a pre-existing medical 
condition that involves 
dietary restrictions, I 
cannot imagine them 
hurting anything. Most 
commonly we will 
recommend implementing 
certain products such as 
Purrge and Laxatone. 
These type products try to 
help aid in the passage of 
the hair by being coating 
agents essentially. There 
are further steps such as 
grooming/shaving the cat 
with a shorter hair-do so as 
to limit the amount of hair 
that is ingested upon 
routine grooming. I myself 
am a fan of the “lion cut” 
that groomers can do, 
especially if your feline has 
had to have surgical 
intervention!  
 
 Your cat may 
vocalize or make a retching 
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If you have never 
had the pleasure of 
finding a hairball in your 
home, they are typically 
tubular shaped and brown 
and often can be mistaken 
for stool until you look 
closer (or the sniff test if 
you are brave). The hair 
they ingest while 
grooming themselves or 
scavenging your floors 
accumulates and mats 
together in the stomach. 
Now technically the cat 
vomiting the hair up or 
even passing it 
through/out in the stool is 
a best case scenario. Some 
cats do form a large 
enough hair mat that they 
are unable to vomit it up 
or pass it though the GI 
tract and out in the stool. 
In these cases we do 
actually have to go in and 
surgically remove it from 
their stomach. Now, that 
is an expensive hair 
appointment!  
 
 There are ways to 
try and rectify the 
situation before it gets too 
 
 
 

Please tell me 
that’s a hairball? 

 
    If any of you have seen 
The Secret Life of Pets 
Two, there is a scene 
where Chloe the cat wakes 
her owner up by vomiting 
a hairball in the bed. I for 
one know that sound can 
wake me up from a dead 
sleep. And while many pet 
owners associate the 
spring with allergies, those 
of us with cats know very 
well it is the beginning of 
the hairball season. My 
presumption is with the 
increase in warmth and 
humidity the cats begin 
more actively shedding. 
Now granted if your cat 
has allergies they may be 
inclined to itch more 
which can also cause 
further epilation. Gross 
truth, hairballs can consist 
of the cat’s hair, their 
owners hair, and a 
combination of the two. 
And though it seems like a 
simple enough ailment, 
hairballs can be frustrating 
and even an actual medical 
crisis for your cat.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wB3GIAgrTPE


Hairballs Cont’d 
like sound when they are 
about to bring up the hairball. 
Sometimes they also vomit a 
couple times without anything 
in it before the actual vomit is 
produced with the hairball. 
But please do note that overall 
these cats tend to feel fine, be 
eating well, have normal 
energy and social interactions, 
maintain weight, have healthy 
coats, etc. If your cat is having 
changes in appetite, changes 
in stools, weight loss, 
lethargy, changes in coat 
quality, etc. then we would 
want to explore other possible 
causes for vomiting. There can 
be many! Please let us at The 
Animal Hospital of Dunedin 
assist you and best determine 
when and what to try so we 
can keep your kitty as 
comfortable and healthy as 
possible.  
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Important Information Regarding COVID-19 and Your Pet 

There have been some reports in the media suggesting that pets 
such as dogs may have become infected by the COVID-19 virus. Based 
on this misinformation some people have distanced themselves from their 
pets or abandoned them.  According the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), there is no evidence that pets may become infected 
with the virus or play a significant role in its transmission to people.  

If someone sick with the virus touches your pet, the virus may be 
on your pet’s fur, however, this type of transmission (ways of infection) 
is much less successful than contact with droplets of mucus or saliva from 
people who are sick or contact with smooth surfaces such as counters that 
have been contaminated. 

The AVMA recommends the following: 

• If you are not ill with COVID-19, you can interact with your pet 
as you normally would, including walking, feeding, and playing. 
You should continue to practice good hygiene during those 
interactions (e.g., wash hands before and after interacting with 
your pet; ensure your pet is kept well-groomed; regularly clean 
your pet’s food and water bowls, bedding material, and toys). 

• Out of an abundance of caution, it is recommended that those ill 
with COVID-19 limit contact with animals until more information 
is known about the virus. Have another member of your 
household take care of walking, feeding, and playing with your 
pet. If you have a service animal or you must care for your pet, 
then wear a facemask; don’t share food, kiss, or hug them; and 
wash your hands before and after any contact with them. 

• As always, careful handwashing and other infection control 
practices can greatly reduce the chance of spreading any disease. 
 

Please see this link: https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-
and-welfare/covid-19 

 

 The Animal Hospital of Dunedin Team remains in place to serve 
the needs of you and your fur family during this critical time.  Please, 
please feel free to call us for more information on the best way to keep 
you and your pets safe during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Stay Safe!  Together we will come through! 

 

https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/animal-health-and-welfare/covid-19


 

Staying safe means staying home for most of us right now—and that may also mean delaying 
your pet’s wellness visit and heartworm test for the time being. If that’s the case, remember to 
KEEP YOUR PET ON HEARTWORM PREVENTION, as well as other parasite preventives. 

Call your veterinarian for any needed refills so you AND your pet can stay healthy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our online pharmacy for all your pet’s healthcare needs! You can 
request refills on every medication we carry in house (except herbal 

remedies) and so much more! 
Please visit us at www.ahofd.vetsfirstchoice.com 
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american heaertworm  
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Animal Hospital of 
Dunedin 
1355 Pinehurst Rd 
Dunedin, FL 34698 

Phone:  727-733-9351 
Fax:       727-733-8165 
E-mail:   
 
 
 

 

“Caring for pets with 
love and kindness” 

We’re on the Web! 

www.ahofd.com 

 

AnimalHospitalofDunedin@gmail.com 

http://www.ahofd.com/
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